The hook traces a hieroglyph in the carp’s throat

:‘A gasping pyramid of shuddering scales

The ancients revered what they dared not partake of
The white flesh ?f fish has a woman’s ease

Thus is game.

~ The market smell is laced with civil innards
The carp sees the butcherwoman with no teeth

Pity his eyes.

Where is the messiah of ocean aspiration?
On a platter, loveless.

INTRODUCTION

»

The battle between reltgmus tradmonahsm and modern secu 'rism has been:

antithetical. ‘
This surprising conclusion Is based on Kook’s unigue relig ]
which he presents in the flrsz [;ar‘t of the present asay Kook’s conceptmn of

when stripped of all misleading irmages and m;srapresematlon
the most real power in man’s cexpenence. When man. feel'




broblem of evil, i.e., that since all things participate in God, they are all
: good and evil is only a-diminution or lack in the fullness of being of a particular
thl g. This is only a part of the answer. Kook regarded atheism as not simply
'e\nl ‘but more crucially as a necessary phase in achieving the good, and therefore
- in.some way good in'itself. It is helpful to remind ourselves that the particular
athelsts with whom Kook came in contact were the chalutzim, socialist Zionists

" “who reclaimed the land from desert and swamp and established the Jewish,

. settlements which were the material basis of the State of Israel. Kook saw them
' s rebuilding ‘the Temple, and loved them as part of the holy people Israel. In

giving a positive interpretation of their very atheism, Kook was attempting to
make possible the reconciliation of religious and secular factions within the

“""people Israel as a prelude to the greater reconciliation of Israel with God.

We: are gréteful to Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser for translating this essay, thus
making it available in English for the first time.

¢
The Pangs of Cleansing

All the ideological controversies among people and all the inner.

conflicts which every individual suffers in his world outlook are
caused by the confusion in the conception of God. This is an
endlessly profound realm and all thoughts, whether practical or
theoretical, are centered in it.

One must always cleanse one’s thoughts about God to make
_sure they are free of the dross of deceptive fantasies, of groundless
fear, of evil inclinations, of wants and deficiencies. Faith in God

4 -,é]ﬁﬁances human happiness only to the extent that the greatness of .

who are equal to it. Then is the soul illumined by the divinejlight

'God is probed and studied by the elite elements of the humalrace,
i:through cleaving in love and full understanding to Him who is the life

~of all life. All feelings, all ideas and all actions, thus becorne refined.

, The attachment to God in feeling will have its effect in directing life
on'an uprlght path to the extent that this basic principle is operative
in the soul, in a state of purity.

" The essence of religion consists of realizing the perfection of
od, the Infinite. All our conceptions of Him are insignificant in
relation to what He is. What the soul in its authenticity aspires for is
beyond what we call the good, the merciful, the just, the heroic, the
gautiful, the meaning of life or of the glory of life, or religious faith

or the divine. All the divine names, whether in: Hebr
other Ianguage, glve us only a tlny and dull spar of. he hldden‘hgh

engender heresy Among people who have lost this b:
these terms have indeed engendered gross heresy,
alienated from this basic perception, our faith will b
and become valueless.

It will take on VItath only as it focuses on the rea

of the Klng " and ‘some, “‘the garments of the ng m On w 0 is
disdainful of the garments of the King is also guilty of"k veres
One must, however, draw a distinction between the esse_

material and spiritual vitality. The greatest lmpedlment to the ,
spirit, on reaching maturity, results from the fact that the conce‘

of God is trystallized .among people in a particular form,
to Chlldlsh habit and smagmatlon This is an aspect of ‘

; enhghtenment




All ‘the troubles of the world, especially the spiritual, such as

ief, impatience, disillusionment, despair, the tru!y basic troubles of
mah—-they all come about only because of the failure to view clearly
the: majesty of God. It is natural for a particular creature to feel
ms‘ignlflcant before the whole, especially before the source of all
j 'exlstence in which one senses infinite transcendence of the whole.
- There is no angunsh or depression in such lowliness, but pleasure and
pride, a sense of inner power adorned by every kind of beauty. When

" this perception of God’s majesty develops in the soul, in all its

dimensions, it reconciles life to its natural subjugation. It fills life
with. peace fo the extent that the individual recognizes the greatness
_of the whole and the majesty of its source. As the soul diminishes
itself before its Creator, the phenomena of existence ascend in power
and beauty and become permeated with the touch of universality.
“This natural diminishing engenders greatness and dignity, distilling in
the soul endless dellght in its very being, and in its ever widening
'role reaching out to the infinite beyond. But when is it natural? It is
" when the greatness of the divine is well perceived in the soul, in a

pure conception, above considerations of the nature of divine

~ essence, but oriented toward the vision of the goodness of life. Then
does the claim for self-diminishing emanate from every aspect of the
soul, its universal as well as its particular dimension.

The general failure of the spiritual disciplines to focus on

. studies pertaining to God has dimmed the conception of God; there -
~_is no rational service of God sustained by refined feelings. The

outward fear, the natural faith, and the feeling of lowliness, remain

_* perception and feeling were prevalent in an enlightened state ir full
force, when, because of its greatness, it naturally evoked humility
from people. Since the thoughts concerning God, in their basic
elements are unclear, God’s being, as conceived by the multitude
and -even by individuals who should be their leaders, is that of a
ruthless power from whom there is no escape and to whom one must
ﬁecessérily be subservient.
- The tendency of unrefined people to see the divine essence as
bodied in the words and in the letters alone is a source of
emba%rrassment to humanity, and atheism arises as a pained outcry to

‘in many hearts as an inheritance from earlier epochs when the :jivme ‘

berate man from this narrow pit, to raise him from the darkness of °

feeling, fmally to place his primary focus onv
Atheism has a temporary Iegmmacy, for |t |s

speculations concerning Him who is the essence
source of aII thought When this condmon persu,

the truly divine hght and in the ruins wrought by ath is
higher knowledge of God erect her Temple To cleanse th

marikind be aided greatly to reach an enllghtened know
which will bring near its temporary and eternal happme

song of the world and the truth of the world..
Whoever recognizes the essence of atheism from this ’
embraces the posmve eiement in l't and traces it back 1ot




athelsm whrch seeks to repudsate the good of our ancestral
eritance in pursuit of some new vision, which is in truth a general
aspect of the yearning for the return to. God stirring the heart, one
ds the element of good inherent in it. It is the kernel of
entance which- seeks to redress everything lowly and defective,
' as a result of it one also comes to redress the defect which is
; represented in its destructiveness. Then there will be a general return
_to God, and redemption will come to the world. The perfection of
" the world which will be effected by the influence of the Jewish
~.people is found in the ideal of penitence, of the return to God. As
. long as’a person orders his life on the basis of fixed pattern he will
;not be able to escape his intellectual, moral and practical
. deficiencies, and how will he be able to mend himself? We must
" therefore not permit habit to be the primary factor in our social or
personal life. The individual person as well as society at large must
always seek to correct itself and to mend its spiritual and practical
defects. All reformations of life and all revolutionary proposals
~which aim to change the order of things so as to improve it are all
‘paths of repentance. Repentance must always be at the summit of all
efforts 10 improve the world.

From time to time there is exposed the admixture of the pure
‘pelief in one God with the obfuscation of ascribing corporeality to
Him, and whenever an aspect of anthropomorphism falls away—it
appears as though religion itself has fallen. Soon, however, it turns
out that religion has not fallen, but has become clarified. The recent
“turn of the human spirit toward a pure faith has effected the fall of
‘ ‘}thelast vestige of anthropamorphism, which ‘consists of ascribing to
" 'God the attribute of general existence. It is an anthropomogphism
because however we define “existence’ it is immeasurably femote

;from the divine. A denial of this has the sound of atheism. It is,

however, the highest expression of religion when it becomes well
" clarified, and the human spirit grows accustomed to conceive of
‘éllglon in terms of actions and influences, which have effected the
ergence of nature and the phenomena of the Torah and of morals.
Religion must be centered in the recognition that the divine is the
ac vating influence on existence and is, therefore, obviously above
tence What looks like atheism, cleansed of its defilement, thus
eturns to the highest realms of pure religion. But this denial of

Each day |t must be traced back to its authentlc p
Rehgron is corrupted through the dechne of '

lowly state and its abuses mcrease It is true the Jewis
rooted in the Infnmte which transcends every partrcula

descends many Ievels to become the Jewnsh relnglon as' ‘a
rellglous entlty rather than the ldeal essence of rel

103a), “‘The alien deity is stenle it bears no fruit.”’ Desp
chaos contribute nothing, and therefore there is no place f'
contrary to the religious ideal. Though there is a conception
Kabbalah) of the negative forces engendering a kind of cot
relngnon parallelmg institutional religion, the ldeal essence of rehglon

remains attached to an e’temai ideal. “With You is the sourc
(Psaims 36 14). '




'th kmg ‘through which one rises above every kmd of limitation in
‘God. As it is a case of folly and weakness to ignore “‘revealed”
knowledge the beayty and might exemplified in empirical existence,
50-is it-foolish to detach our minds from the inclination to pursue the
omptings hidden in the depths of the soul, without which one
: not discern anything sublime that transcends our dull senses,
. .which have been dulled by much defilemerit and affliction. It is only
"I thus that the soul can be filled with knowledge and sensibility, and it
.is only through such subtlety of thought that the world will be filled
" with the light and the dew of revival, that the dormant will be
. ;awakened and the dead return to life. The best among the zaddikim,
_the sages most informed in the. knowledge of God, must bestir
‘themselves greatly to stimulate the interest in studying the greatness
of God through all methods, the rational and the ethical. Then will
religion regain its strength, it will rise out of its darkness toward a
“great light, and it will become the life-giving force to the highest and
.the most sensitive of souls, even as it is.in its authentic nature. Thus
will it necessarily regain its respect among all sections of humanity.

For the Jews this is the anchor of the nation’s rescue in this
epoch—to restore to it the preciousness of religious faith in its purity,
which is the entire basis of her existence.

But it is precisely when the lights are in convulsion, and the
'vessels which have housed them seem about to break, there is need ta
proclaim that indeed the letters, the words, the actions are not the
.essence of the light, but they are vessels, the organs of a living body,

A whlch bears' within itself a soul. But alas for anyone who denies them

. even the role of vessels! Whoever denies the holiness of the lttters

- ‘the words, the actions, and the forms within their own domain, wili
“render himself speechless, without utterance, without any inner
;.‘:conceptual image, and altogether without the power to act, flooded
by various forces which will disturb him altogether, body and soul.
Raise up religiorr, bring forth thought, acclaim life lived
o accordlng to the conceptual .forms and the practical actions in which
the imagination has robed the higher light, a divine service adapted to
‘th reality of life, expressed in a divine service of life, of the Torah
and:the commandments.

. NOTES
o }'ﬁese"metaphors coined in the Kabbalah are meant to suggest that the

various reli |g|ous truths as taught by tradmon do not rea
in Himself, because they reach us through human medl

level of prophecy or with the written and oral Torah. The"
allude of course to the higher level, and “the garrr(ents of the Klng
2.

organized religion in form and standard whlch ‘have-in fact

the demonic forces. Nazism, for instance, developed aritual; ‘and.
but centering in the values of race and nation. Onlythe factor of
differentiates these counterfeit “religions” from the genume rellglo




